
This month: Extra Thursday Excitement!  Festival of Light Winners!  Car Park!   
200 Club!  Double Councillor Update Extravaganza!  And much, much more... 
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LOCAL ORGANISATIONS/CLUBS ETC. 
YEOFORD COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

Chair: Carl Wholey 07872 640302 
Bookings: yeoford.hall@gmail.com 

 

YEOFORD RECREATION GROUND 
Warden: David Lucking 01363 84988 

 

YEOFORD HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 
Contact: Carol Price 01647 24468 

 

YEOFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Contact: School Administrator 01363 84234 

 

YEOFORD FOUNDATION STAGE UNIT 
Contact: Administrator 01363 84234 

 

YEOFORD YARNS 
Contact: Edna Beasley: 01363 84750 

 

YEOFORD FOOTBALL CLUB 
Contact: David Lucking 01363 84988 

 

YEOFORD CRICKET CLUB 
Captain: Paul Coren 01363 84238 

 

YEOFORD 200 C£UB 
Contact: Nikki Rattenbury 01363 85177 

 

CREDITON HAMLETS PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman: John Stevens 01363 773918 

Clerk: Rachel Hodder  01363 85523 
clerk@creditonhamlets.org.uk 

 

THE YEOFORD VILLAGE VOICE TEAM 
Editor: 

Jonathan Rogers 01363 84501 
yvveditor@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Advertising: 
Di Parsons 01363 84155 

diparsons9876@gmail.com 
 

Everything else: 
David Lucking 01363 84988 
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USEFUL CONTACTS 
POLICE 

101 in a non-Emergency 
999 in an Emergency 

0800 555111 Crimestoppers 
0800 405040 Transport Police 

 

EMERGENCIES 
150 Electricity Failure 

0845 9881188 EA Floodline 
0800 807060 Environment Hotline 

0800 111999 Gas Emergency 
0800 1691144 Water Leaks/Burst Mains 

0845 1551004 Roads/Street Lights 
0310 1234999 RSPCA 

0845 6000388 Social Services 
 

MEDICAL 
01363 772227 Redlands Primary Carey 
01647 24272 Cheriton Bishop Surgery 
111 NHS Choices (non-Emergency) 

01363 775588 Crediton Hospital 
01363 772062 Boots Pharmacy 

01363 773030 Crediton Pharmacy 
01363 772841 Lloyds Pharmacy 
C159X Yeoford Defibrillator Code 

No Code Required Duck Defibrillator 
 

SCHOOLS 
01363 84234 Yeoford Primary 

01363 773401 QE Academy Trust 
 

OTHERS 
01363 778410 Citizens Advice 

0845 7484950 National Rail Enquiries 
01363 85273 The Duck at Yeoford 

01363 773303 Crediton Ring and Ride 
 

COUNCILS/MP 
0345 155 1015 Devon County Council 

01363 775739 Frank Letch 
frank.letch@devon.gov.uk 

01884 255255 Mid Devon District Council 
0207 2197037 Mel Stride MP 
mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Contact Details 

The Village Voice Really Needs You... 
The Yeoford Village Voice relies on advertising and donations to ensure that it goes to 
press each month. To advertise in the Village Voice and reach over 600 people locally: 

 

Monthly Charges 
Full Page...£20 
Half Page...£15 

Quarter...£8  Eighth...£4 
 

Please contact Di on 
01363 84155 

[diparsons9876@gmail.com] to discuss your requirements. 
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2024! It’s a leap year! 
So, we get an extra day this year to do whatever we want with. Although it’s 
a Thursday, so maybe it won’t be that exciting. It should be a holiday really, 
seems a bit unfair that it’s just another day. Maybe toss a coin for it or 
whatever with your employer to decide. Anyway, whatever, it’s definitely 
getting lighter, I’m sure of it. Get the sunglasses! 
 
So, 2023 has done one, leaving mud, leaves and potholes, so, much like 
2022 really. However, December did see Yeoford’s 3rd Festival of Light with 
the very colourful winners announced on Yeoford Hub. Congratulations to 
the Jones’. Others will literally need to keep up with them next year. 
 
Last month’s issue saw the matter of the old Chapel Car Park being raised 
and you’ll see in this month’s issue that it is now being discussed at the 
Parish Council level, so hopefully there will be news on that from the 
February meeting. 
 
Apart from that, there's really not a lot going on. I hope you all had a 
wonderful Christmas and New Year. Here’s to 2024 and that extra 
Thursday... 
 
Until next time... 
 
Cheers… The Editor 

Editorial 

The Village Voice Is YOUR Village Magazine 
 

We want to hear from you and want you to use it to convey anything 
you feel of interest to your fellow villagers. 

 
Please leave any items for the YVV at Torridon, Station Road  

before the 20th of each month, anything after that date may not be 
considered until the following month. You must provide a name and 

address, even if this is not for publication. 
 

You can also email to: yvveditor@yahoo.co.uk 
or call 01363 84501 to speak to the editor, 

Jonathan. 
 

Publishing date: the first week of each month. 
 

The Village Voice accepts no responsibility for any of 
the information or contributions contained herein. 



4 

YEOFORD COMMUNITY HALL 
 

For bookings, please ring 01363 84501 
or e-mail yeoford.hall@gmail.com 

 
The latest hall calendar can be found at 
www.yeoford.org.uk/communityhall 

Local Information 

COMMUNITY HALL CHARGES (hourly rate) 
  

Trustee User 
Groups 

Local 
Community 

Groups 

Private 
Bookings 

(Local) 

Private 
Bookings 

(Non Local) 
Main Hall 
(includes kitchen) 

£3.00 £5.00 £8.00 £10.00 

Mee ng Room 
(includes kitchen) 

£2.00 £3.00 £3.50 £5.50 

Party/Wedding 
24hr hire 
Party/Wedding 
48hr hire — 

ExclusiveÊfieldÊuse,ÊBBQ,ÊStage,ÊDiscoÊEquipmentÊalsoÊavailable. 

— — £150 £250 

— £400 £500 

Mid Devon 
Mobile 
Library 

 

Upcoming Visit Dates 
Jan 4; Feb 1, 29 

 

The Duck at Yeoford 
10:20—10:40 

 

Devon County Council are 
closing this service in Feb 24 

Yeoford Community Garden 
Yeoford Community Hall now has an area 
dedicated to providing a small community 
garden. Any villagers are welcome to get 
involved in running and maintaining the 
garden.  
 
Please speak to Dee Hawkins or email 
yeoford.hall@gmail.com for further 
information. 

Top Tip! 

To get your secret agent name, 
simply take your surname, then 
your first name, then add your 

surname. 

PUNCHBOWL 
RECYCLING CENTRE 

 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
 

MON–FRI: 09:00 - 16:30 
SAT & SUN: 10:00 - 16:30 
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Bus Timetables 
 

677 (Fridays only) 
Dartline Coaches 

Zeal Monachorum Church  0912 
Coleford Gospel Hall   0927 
Colebrooke Church   0932 
THE DUCK AT YEOFORD 0940 
Raddon Down Cross   0945 
Crediton TIC High Street  0955 
Exeter Bus Station   1020 
————————————————————————– 

Exeter Bus Station   1320 
Crediton TIC High Street  1345 
Raddon Down Cross   1350 
THE DUCK AT YEOFORD 1355 
Colebrooke Church   1403 
Coleford Gospel Hall   1408 
Zeal Monachorum Church  1423 
 

669 (Tuesdays only) 
MD Buses 

South Zeal Oxenham Arms 0915 
Whiddon Down Shelter  0922 
Hittisleigh Cross   0930 
Crockernwell    0945 
Cheriton Bishop School  0947 
YEO VIEW    1002 
Colebrooke Church   1010 
Coleford Gospel Hall   1013 
Crediton St Saviour’s Way  1022 
Crediton Morrisons   1027 
————————————————————————– 

Crediton Morrisons   1115 
Crediton St Saviour’s Way  1235 
Coleford Gospel Hall   1244 
Colebrooke Church   1247 
YEO VIEW    1255 
Cheriton Bishop School  1310 
Crockernwell    1313 
Hittisleigh Cross   R 
Whiddon Down Shelter  1328 
South Zeal Oxenham Arms 1335 

YEOFORD POST OFFICE 
Friday 3:15-4:15pm in the Community Hall 
Free Banking available for most Banks, Personal & 
Business. All Post Office Services. Post Office One4All Gift 
Cards. Currency. Mobile, Electric & Gas Top-Ups. Dry 
cleaning. Cards & Stationery items. 
 

Contact: CHUDLEIGH POST OFFICE; TEL: 01626 852149 

TRAINTIMES FROM YEOFORD 
NB: Yeoford is a Request Stop 

 
Fx – Monday-Thursday 
Fo – Friday only 
 
For more details, go to 
GWR.com/timetables 

TO BARNSTAPLE   
Mon
-Fri 

Sat Sun  Mon
-Fri 

Sat Sun 

 0540   0708 0713  
0630 0633   0813 0816  
0725 0730   0918 0921  
0834 0837   1019 1018 1018 
0937 0937 0938  1117 1117 1118 
1037 1037 1039  1216 1216 1221 
1137 1137 1138  1320 1319 1317 
1237 1238 1238  1417 1417 1417 
1337 1337 1335  1516 1516 1519 
1437 1438 1435  1617 1617 1614 
1537 1537 1536  1719 1720 1718 
1637 1637 1637  1821 1825 1818 
1738 1739 1736  1924 1931 1917 
1841 1844 1836  2023 2026 2017 
1943 1947 1938  2124 2123 2117 
2041 2043 2037  2227 2224 2226 
2147 2145   2320

Fx 
2320  

2313
Fo 

   2351
Fo 

  

TO EXETER 
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YEOFORD VILLAGE VOICE FUN QUIZ 
No prizes, no pressure…this month...the British Isles… 
 

1. Whip Ma Whop Ma Gate is a memorably named street in which 
northern English city? 

2. Known for over 1,500 years as a place of pilgrimage, and also 
known for its natural history, which island is located just off the tip 
of the Lleyn Peninsula in Wales? 

3. New Zealand and California are suburbs of which English 
Midlands city? 

4. After Great Britain and the island of Ireland, which Sco ish island 
is the third largest in the British Isles? 

5. Alfred Wainwright’s Coast to Coast Walk runs from Robin Hood 
Bay on the North Sea to which Cumbrian headland on the Irish 
Sea? 

6. Which Cornish village is home to a large open slate quarry which 
was in the past the deepest man-made pit in the world? 

7. Yorkshire’s Three Peaks consist of Pen-y-Ghent, Ingleborough and 
which other mountain, the highest point in the ceremonial county 
of North Yorkshire? 

8. Sto  Hall farm is perhaps one of the most frequently seen farms in 
the UK. Where is it located? 

9. Which small seaside village near Clacton-on-Sea was in 2011 
branded Britain’s most deprived community due partly to its large 
number of crumbling prefabricated bungalows? 

10. The Caledonian Canal and the A82 road northeast of Fort William 
both travel along which geological fault in Scotland? 

Answers below... 

Quiz Answers:  
1. York; 2. Bardsey Island; 3. Derby; 4. Lewis and Harris; 5. St Bees Head; 6. 
Delabole; 7. Whernside; 8. Between the carriageways of the M62; 9. Jaywick-on-Sea; 
10. The Great Glen or Glen Mor or Glen Albyn.  
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Now is the time to get 
your chimney swept 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0800 2982 595 
 

Contact us for a professional sweep. 
 

info@ellissweeps.co.uk 
 

HELTAS Registered  

MARTIN	WEEKS 
LANDSCAPE	POND	AND	GARDEN 

 

MAINTANENCE	AND	PROJECT 
Lawns. hedges. pruning. paths, patios. 
fencing, ponds, water features. General 

garden maintenance. commercial & private 
work undertaken. 

Fully insured. 
01363772594	/	07980775128 

Mj.weeks@icloud.com 

Yeoford 200 C£ub 
October-December Draws 

 

1st prize (£30): 
Oct - Kelly Duggan 
Nov - Claire Beard 
Dec - Tim Lucking 

 

2nd prize (£20): 
Oct - Paddy Dornom 
Nov - Anita Lucking 

Dec - Reuben Ridgers 
 

3rd prize (£10): 
Oct - Shirley King 
Nov - Chris May 
Dec - Tony Price 

 

4th prize (£10): 
Oct - Natasha Moseley  

Nov - Dan Jones 
Dec - Sue Harris 

 

Bonus (£50): 
Dec - Kath Bragg 

 

Enquiries to: 
Yeoford Primary School 01363 84234 

If you would like a 
last resting place in 

beautiful 
countryside 
overlooking 
Dartmoor. 

 
Phone 01647 24382 

and speak to Julie or Martin Chatfield 
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 
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CountRYSIDE TREE SERVICES 
TEIGNHOLT COTTAGE   -   HITTISLEIGH   -   EXETER EX6 6LP 

 
 
 
 
 

Telephone 01647 24340  Mobile 07989 072453 
countrysidetreeservices@hotmail.co.uk 

Crediton Arts 
Centre News 
 
January 5th 7.00pm 
Jazz on the Green 
presents Stunning Sri 
Lankan food with a side 
order of the most 
excellent Jazz 
 
Tickets from 
www.wegottickets.com/
event/600875 
 
January 24th, 25th, 
26th & 27th at 7.70pm 
The Brown Paper Bag 
Theatre Company 
presents The Visit by 
Friedrich Durrenmatt 
 
Tickets £12 / £10 (with a 
special offer for 
Wednesdays 
performance of £10 /£8) 
 
Check the web site for 
more details 
www.creditonartscentre.org 
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CREDITON HAMLETS PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At the December Parish Council meeting the Trustees of Yeoford Gospel Hall requested 
that the Parish Council take on responsibility for the cemetery beside the Chapel and 
the parking area opposite. The Trustees explained that the Chapel is now closed and to 
be developed as a dwelling. They now have no income for upkeep of the cemetery or 
the parking area. Members of the public spoke in support of the Parish Council taking on 
the parking area, which is used by parishioners and provides parking for train users. 
Councillors asked the Trustees to provide more detail so that they can make an 
informed decision. This issue will be discussed again at the February meeting. 
 
Councillors discussed Neopardy Bridge, which is again in a poor state of repair with 
damage potentially being caused by wide farm vehicles. Action from DCC is awaited. 
Councillors resolved to make a grant of £200 towards the upkeep of the Holy Trinity 
Churchyard. Cllr Stevens reported that the new grit bin is in place near the phone box 
and that all village grit bins have been filled. A member of the Yeoford Community 
Association thanked the Parish Council for the grants it had made towards the Play Area 
over the past five years and explained that a grant was not needed this year. Cllr 
Yarnold reported that the base for the new bus shelter had been laid. The blockwork will 
be laid shortly and it is hoped the shelter will be built in January. 
 
The next full Council meeting will be on Monday 5th February at The Boniface Centre in 
Crediton. If you would like to read the full minutes of the December Parish Council 
meeting, they are on the PC website. Please contact one of your councillors or Rachel 
Hodder, the Parish Clerk (clerk@creditonhamlets.org.uk or 01363 85523), if there is 
something you would like to have discussed at the next Council meeting. Members of 
public are very welcome to attend any meeting and speak during the public session. 
Meeting details and contact information for Councillors are on the Parish Council 
website (www.creditonhamlets.org.uk). 



County Councillor Newsletter—December 
November has been a quiet month for meetings but many decisions have been 
made at district, county and government level. The contract for road 
repairs ,which is currently held by Milestone has been in operation since April 
2017 and is due to run out in 2027. This ten-year contract has been worth £400 
million and will be up for tender. County Cabinet is looking into setting up a 
scrutiny spotlight review in the spring to look at options for tendering such as 
just one company, several companies and length of contract. 
 
While we're on the subject of road repairs it is encouraging to hear that the 
government is giving £6.66 million to Devon County for road improvements 
which is a by-product of the abandoning of the HS2 project. We shall all look 
with interest at how far this money goes on the 8000 miles of roads in Devon! 
On the 7th December I shall present a petition on behalf of Copplestone asking 
for the 2 A roads in the village to be repaired. 
 
The mobile library saga is moving into its final phase. You will have seen 
several stars and other important people supported the idea of keeping the 
mobile library service. The senior scrutiny committee called the Cabinet 
decision in and put forward a list of ideas they thought Cabinet could pursue. 
Their suggestions went before Cabinet which decided that the service will 
discontinue at the end of February 2024; there will be £25,000 for transition to 
support vulnerable people and £15,000 to community groups and parishes to 
maintain an extra library service. Cabinet is also waiting for the Government's 
Public Libraries Strategy document, which would come out in spring 2024 and 
with this in mind they will produce a comprehensive library offer! 
 
It is good to note that bus traveller numbers are up following the continuation of 
the £2 fare. How long this will continue nobody knows but it is a step in the 
right direction. 
 
County have also joined with Essex County Council who will be their SEND 
partner. This council was in a similar position to Devon some years ago and 
has moved rapidly forward which we need to do. 
 
Closer to home the pay and display in Crediton has had several turns. It was 
muted at first that the pay and display will be one half-hour free and a further 
half hour paid at £1. The latest statement from the Cabinet portfolio holder is 
that the first hour wil be free and those who wish to stay an extra hour will have 
to pay £3. So the 45 minutes free parking is extended! This has taken a lot of 
negotiation believe me. 
 
The final issue to hit the headlines is the Devolution Deal with Devon and 
Torbay. This has been given Government go-ahead and funding it seems will 
follow. It is hoped that the deal will encourage future investment and policy vital 
to the prosperity of our communities 

10 
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County Councillor Newsletter—January 
There is no doubt that December brings a rather different mood to council 
meetings. However I am rather concerned at the number of parish councillors 
which seems to vary greatly. I attended two parish council meetings; the 
meeting of Crediton Hamlets was attended by just about all councillors. Maybe 
they were attracted by the temptation of festive nibbles and drinks after the 
meeting! Copplestone was attended by just 3 councillors but that was the 
minimum allowed so the meeting went ahead. Sadly the meeting of Cheriton 
Bishop Parish Council had to be cancelled because there were not enough 
councillors to make the meeting quorate. I think we should make a new year's 
resolution for 2024 to increase the number of parish councillors to its full quota. 
 

I did attend the Devon County Council full council meeting and from it picked 
up two very interesting cabinet member reports. The first followed questions 
that I asked about the overspend of SEND. The staggering projected 
overspend total is £162.6 million! In theory this has to be cleared by March 
2026 but it seems there is a safety valve plan which involves discussion 
between the Department of Education and the county council. The council has 
plans to bring forward 20 projects but as yet no details. The aim of the projects 
is to bring the budget back in line and reduce the deficit over the next five 
years. 
 

The other report was from the Cabinet member for highway management. This 
again contains some staggering figures. Since 1st April 2023 the council has 
received 1,229 claims for damages to vehicles or personal injuries due to road 
defects. The combined value of these claims is just over £1.1 million; to date 
£48,000 has been paid. Quite a difference between those two figures. On 
potholes the figures are again not very comforting. So far in this financial year 
28,801 potholes have been reported. As of 1st December 2023 there were 
1,505 potholes awaiting repair with the contractors. I hasten to add that not all 
of these are in our area! Ha ha! 
 

You may have seen last week on Spotlight an interview with a Conservative 
member of the Cabinet and the leader of the Liberal Democrats on Devon 
County Council. Amazingly they were both singing from the same carol sheet, 
namely they were berating the interference of central government in local 
issues. The matter concerned an imminent government ruling (it becomes law 
on January 1st) that decrees that recycling centres must now take domestic 
DIY waste free of charge. This has several consequences. Firstly it will mean 
the loss of about £1 million of income, it will mean that the county council will 
have to dispose of the material, which comes at a cost. But there is perhaps 
one positive possibility in that it may reduce fly tipping of the DIY waste we 
often see around our country lanes. 
 

I hope you all have an enjoyable Christmas and wish you all a happy new year. 
Do make some sensible new year's resolutions for 2024, resolutions that you 
can keep! 
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Holy Trinity Church 
Yeoford 

 
Messy Church in January be a 

Christingle Messy Church. We will 
make our own Christingle as well as 

other crafts followed by the 
Christingle song and prayers plus a 

delicious tea. All families are 
welcome, there is no charge. 

 
Monday 8th January 

Community Lunch: 12 for 12:30pm 
 

Mondays Café Company 10 till 
11am. (If there is no Lunch) 

 
Services for January 
Sunday 14th January 

Holy Communion at 9:30am 
 

Saturday 20th January 
Messy Church at The Village Hall 

From 3 till 4:30pm 
 

Sunday 28th January 
Family Service at 11:30am 

 
I wish you all a very happy and 

peaceful New Year 

The 
Duck At 
Yeoford 

 
Firstly we’d like to wish 

everyone a very Happy New 
Year and thank you all for your 

continued support. 
 

We have three theme nights 
in January: 

Tuesday 16th - Fish and Chip 
Night 

Tuesday 23rd - Steak Night 
Tuesday 30th - Tapas Night 

 
We will be closing on 

Wednesday evenings until 
May. 

 
Opening times for Pub and 

Pub-up-Shop: 
Thursday 11.30am - 10.00pm 

Friday 11.30am - 11.00pm 
Saturday 11.30am - 11.00pm 
Sunday 11.30am - 5.30pm 

 
We will closed 11th - 21st 

February inclusive.  
 

James, Sarah, Zachary, Lydia 
and Martha 

 
01363 85273 

www.theduckatyeoford.co.uk 

SARAH’S BARBER SHOP 
85 High Street, Crediton 

Tel: 01363 899269           07772 336489 
Walk-Ins: 

Monday 9:00-17:00, Tuesday 9:00-16:30 
Appointments: 

Thursday 9:00-18:30, Friday 9:00-17:00,  
Saturday 8:00-14:00 

 

Wednesday CLOSED 
Booking App: Nearcut 



13 

 

Tuesday Evenings 
Between 4-8pm 

Friday Mornings 
Before 7.30am 

 
Free range whole 

milk doorstep refills 
 

Please contact 01363 779134 
or milk@kellanddairy.co.uk for 

more information. 

PLEASE READ: AIR AMBULANCE 
 

An appeal to all our villagers 
 

If you, your children or anyone you know plays in the recreation 
ground please always check with them that they have returned the 

goals to the edge of the field. 
 

This is because the Air Ambulance CANNOT LAND if the goals are 
in the middle of the field. 

 

If you pass the recreation ground or see anybody playing with the 
goals in the centre, could you please remind them (politely) that 

they should be returned to the edge after use, or move them back 
if you find them abandoned like this. 

 

Thank you all for your cooperation. 
 

Yeoford Community Association 
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What Happens to Your Recycling 
Have you ever wondered what happens to your recycling 
after it leaves your kerbside? We often toss our recyclables 
into the bin and forget about them, but the journey they 
embark on is fascinating and vital for our environment. 
 

Once your recycling is collected, it undergoes a meticulous process: 
Collection: Our dedicated teams collect recyclables from your kerbside bins on 
your designated pickup day. 
 

Sorting: The collected materials are transported to a recycling facility where they 
are sorted. Advanced technology and manual labour separate glass, plastic, 
paper, and metal. 
 

Baling: After sorting, the materials are compressed into bales, making them 
easier to transport. 
 

Transportation: The bales are shipped to recycling mills or manufacturing 
facilities. 
 

Processing: At these facilities, the materials are cleaned, broken down and 
turned into new products. For instance, plastic bottles can be transformed into 
new plastic items, and paper can become cardboard or tissue. 
 

Distribution: These new products are then distributed to the market and made 
available for purchase. 
 

The recycling journey doesn't end there! When you choose to recycle, you are 
conserving resources, reducing energy consumption, and decreasing waste in 
landfills. 
 

Thank you for being a vital part of our recycling efforts. Together, we can 
continue to make our community a more sustainable and environmentally friendly 
place. 

REPORT POTHOLES 
www.devon.gov.uk/
roads-and-
transport/report-a-
problem/report-a-
pothole/ 
 

www.devon.gov.uk/
roads-and-
transport/report-a-
problem/map/
map_src/poth/ 




