
This month: Chapel Car Park Under Threat!  Yeoford’s Festival of Light!  Potholes!  
More Duck Themed Tuesdays!  And much, much more... 
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LOCAL ORGANISATIONS/CLUBS ETC. 
YEOFORD COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

Chair: Carl Wholey 07872 640302 
Bookings: yeoford.hall@gmail.com 

 

YEOFORD RECREATION GROUND 
Warden: David Lucking 01363 84988 

 

YEOFORD HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 
Contact: Carol Price 01647 24468 

 

YEOFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Contact: School Administrator 01363 84234 

 

YEOFORD FOUNDATION STAGE UNIT 
Contact: Administrator 01363 84234 

 

YEOFORD YARNS 
Contact: Edna Beasley: 01363 84750 

 

YEOFORD FOOTBALL CLUB 
Contact: David Lucking 01363 84988 

 

YEOFORD CRICKET CLUB 
Captain: Paul Coren 01363 84238 

 

YEOFORD 200 C£UB 
Contact: Nikki Rattenbury 01363 85177 

 

CREDITON HAMLETS PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman: John Stevens 01363 773918 

Clerk: Rachel Hodder  01363 85523 
clerk@creditonhamlets.org.uk 

 

THE YEOFORD VILLAGE VOICE TEAM 
Editor: 

Jonathan Rogers 01363 84501 
yvveditor@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Advertising: 
Di Parsons 01363 84155 

diparsons9876@gmail.com 
 

Everything else: 
David Lucking 01363 84988 
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USEFUL CONTACTS 
POLICE 

101 in a non-Emergency 
999 in an Emergency 

0800 555111 Crimestoppers 
0800 405040 Transport Police 

 

EMERGENCIES 
080 036 5900 Electricity Failure 

0845 9881188 EA Floodline 
0800 807060 Environment Hotline 

0800 111999 Gas Emergency 
0800 1691144 Water Leaks/Burst Mains 

0845 1551004 Roads/Street Lights 
0310 1234999 RSPCA 

0845 6000388 Social Services 
 

MEDICAL 
01363 772227 Redlands Primary Carey 
01647 24272 Cheriton Bishop Surgery 
111 NHS Choices (non-Emergency) 

01363 775588 Crediton Hospital 
01363 772062 Boots Pharmacy 

01363 773030 Crediton Pharmacy 
01363 772841 Lloyds Pharmacy 
C159X Yeoford Defibrillator Code 

No Code Required Duck Defibrillator 
 

SCHOOLS 
01363 84234 Yeoford Primary 

01363 773401 QE Academy Trust 
 

OTHERS 
01363 778410 Citizens Advice 

0845 7484950 National Rail Enquiries 
01363 85273 The Duck at Yeoford 

01363 773303 Crediton Ring and Ride 
 

COUNCILS/MP 
0345 155 1015 Devon County Council 

01363 775739 Frank Letch 
frank.letch@devon.gov.uk 

01884 255255 Mid Devon District Council 
0207 2197037 Mel Stride MP 
mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Contact Details 

The Village Voice Really Needs You... 
The Yeoford Village Voice relies on advertising and donations to ensure that it goes to 
press each month. To advertise in the Village Voice and reach over 600 people locally: 

 

Monthly Charges 
Full Page...£20 
Half Page...£15 

Quarter...£8  Eighth...£4 
 

Please contact Di on 
01363 84155 

[diparsons9876@gmail.com] to discuss your requirements. 
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The shortest day is nearly here! 
December 22nd! That’s the day after which things will literally start getting 
brighter. Woo-hoo! 
 

So December is here, seemingly out of nowhere, although it did follow the general 
convention of coming after November, so not too much of a shock really. 
 

Anyway, November has gone now and it was quite a wet and murky one really, 
leaving the roads caked in mud, leaves and yet more potholes (or a trench if 
you’re at Moorlake). As ever with the potholes, if you come across one try and 
register it on the DCC website and they might consider doing something about it. 
 

Back in the village, the Duck’s Tuesday theme nights proved to be very popular, 
so much so that they’ve lined up more for January, so keep an eye out for those. 
 

This month sees Yeoford’s 3rd Festival of Light on Thursday 7th, with decorative  
lighting being judged and carols and what not down the pub after. 
 

In other news, there’s an interesting letter from a parishioner in this issue relating 
to the car park at the old Chapel. This has been used for many years by those out 
of the village to park to use the train. Without it, there is a high potential for rail 
users to start parking wherever they can in the village, which could create 
problems, especially where farm traffic is involved. Anyway, it looks like this will be 
discussed at the next Parish Council meeting, so get along if you’re interested. 
 

And that’s it, have a wonderful Christmas and New Year. Until next time... 
 

Cheers… The Editor 

Editorial 

The Village Voice Is YOUR Village Magazine 
 

We want to hear from you and want you to use it to convey anything 
you feel of interest to your fellow villagers. 

 
Please leave any items for the YVV at Torridon, Station Road  

before the 20th of each month, anything after that date may not be 
considered until the following month. You must provide a name and 

address, even if this is not for publication. 
 

You can also email to: yvveditor@yahoo.co.uk 
or call 01363 84501 to speak to the editor, 

Jonathan. 
 

Publishing date: the first week of each month. 
 

The Village Voice accepts no responsibility for any of 
the information or contributions contained herein. 
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YEOFORD COMMUNITY HALL 
 

For bookings, please ring 01363 84501 
or e-mail yeoford.hall@gmail.com 

 
The latest hall calendar can be found at 
www.yeoford.org.uk/communityhall 

Local Information 

COMMUNITY HALL CHARGES (hourly rate) 
  

Trustee User 
Groups 

Local 
Community 

Groups 

Private 
Bookings 

(Local) 

Private 
Bookings 

(Non Local) 
Main Hall 
(includes kitchen) 

£3.00 £5.00 £8.00 £10.00 

MeeƟng Room 
(includes kitchen) 

£2.00 £3.00 £3.50 £5.50 

Party/Wedding 
24hr hire 
Party/Wedding 
48hr hire — 

ExclusiveÊfieldÊuse,ÊBBQ,ÊStage,ÊDiscoÊEquipmentÊalsoÊavailable. 

— — £150 £250 

— £400 £500 

Mid Devon 
Mobile 
Library 

 

Upcoming Visit Dates 
Nov 23 

 

The Duck at Yeoford 
10:20—10:40 

 

Devon County Council are 
closing this service in Feb 24 

Yeoford Community Garden 
Yeoford Community Hall now has an area 
dedicated to providing a small community 
garden. Any villagers are welcome to get 
involved in running and maintaining the 
garden.  
 
Please speak to Dee Hawkins or email 
yeoford.hall@gmail.com for further 
information. 

Top Tip! 

Avoid answering those lengthy 'just 
a bit of fun' Facebook 

questionnaires by simply uploading 
all your personal information to the 

dark web directly.  

PUNCHBOWL 
RECYCLING CENTRE 

 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
 

MON–FRI: 09:00 - 16:30 
SAT & SUN: 10:00 - 16:30 
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Bus Timetables 
 

677 (Fridays only) 
Dartline Coaches 

Zeal Monachorum Church  0912 
Coleford Gospel Hall   0927 
Colebrooke Church   0932 
THE DUCK AT YEOFORD 0940 
Raddon Down Cross   0945 
Crediton TIC High Street  0955 
Exeter Bus Station   1020 
————————————————————————– 

Exeter Bus Station   1320 
Crediton TIC High Street  1345 
Raddon Down Cross   1350 
THE DUCK AT YEOFORD 1355 
Colebrooke Church   1403 
Coleford Gospel Hall   1408 
Zeal Monachorum Church  1423 
 

669 (Tuesdays only) 
MD Buses 

South Zeal Oxenham Arms 0915 
Whiddon Down Shelter  0922 
Hittisleigh Cross   0930 
Crockernwell    0945 
Cheriton Bishop School  0947 
YEO VIEW    1002 
Colebrooke Church   1010 
Coleford Gospel Hall   1013 
Crediton St Saviour’s Way  1022 
Crediton Morrisons   1027 
————————————————————————– 

Crediton Morrisons   1115 
Crediton St Saviour’s Way  1235 
Coleford Gospel Hall   1244 
Colebrooke Church   1247 
YEO VIEW    1255 
Cheriton Bishop School  1310 
Crockernwell    1313 
Hittisleigh Cross   R 
Whiddon Down Shelter  1328 
South Zeal Oxenham Arms 1335 

YEOFORD POST OFFICE 
Friday 3:15-4:15pm in the Community Hall 
Free Banking available for most Banks, Personal & 
Business. All Post Office Services. Post Office One4All Gift 
Cards. Currency. Mobile, Electric & Gas Top-Ups. Dry 
cleaning. Cards & Stationery items. 
 

Contact: CHUDLEIGH POST OFFICE; TEL: 01626 852149 

TRAINTIMES FROM YEOFORD 
NB: Yeoford is a Request Stop 

 
Fx – Monday-Thursday 
Fo – Friday only 
 
For more details, go to 
GWR.com/timetables 

TO BARNSTAPLE   
Mon
-Fri 

Sat Sun  Mon
-Fri 

Sat Sun 

 0540   0708 0713  
0630 0633   0813 0816  
0725 0730   0918 0921  
0834 0837   1019 1018 1018 
0937 0937 0938  1117 1117 1118 
1037 1037 1039  1216 1216 1221 
1137 1137 1138  1320 1319 1317 
1237 1238 1238  1417 1417 1417 
1337 1337 1335  1516 1516 1519 
1437 1438 1435  1617 1617 1614 
1537 1537 1536  1719 1720 1718 
1637 1637 1637  1821 1825 1818 
1738 1739 1736  1924 1931 1917 
1841 1844 1836  2023 2026 2017 
1943 1947 1938  2124 2123 2117 
2041 2043 2037  2227 2224 2226 
2147 2145   2320

Fx 
2320  

2313
Fo 

   2351
Fo 

  

TO EXETER 
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YEOFORD VILLAGE VOICE FUN QUIZ 
No prizes, no pressure…this month...Volcanoes… 
 

1. Named after a British Prime Minister, which stratovolcano is the 
only recently active volcano on the Antarctic mainland? 

2. Which Italian volcano gives its name to those eruptions where 
spasmodic and discrete explosive bursts eject pyroclastic materials 
a relatively short distance into the air?  

3. Beerenberg (Bear Mountain) is an active volcano on Jan Mayen 
Island. To which country does this belong? 

4. The 1815 eruption of which volcano on the island of Sumbawa was 
the largest in recorded history, its dust and ash causing 1816 to be 
known as “the year without a summer”? 

5. The formation of which Mexican volcano was witnessed from its 
first appearance in a cornfield in 1943 until it fell dormant in 1952? 

6. The Avenue of Volcanoes, culminating in Cotopaxi, the world’s 
highest active volcano at 5,897m, is in which country? 

7. Which mountain on Papua New Guinea is, at 4,367m, the highest 
volcano in Australasia? 

8. The tallest mountain on North Island, New Zealand, which 2,797m 
stratovolcano produced a mudflow in 1953 that destroyed a railway 
bridge and train, killing 151 people? 

9. Merapi is one of the so-called “decade volcanoes” selected for study 
because of their history of large, destructive eruptions and 
proximity to populated areas. On which island is it located? 

10. In the novel Journey to the Centre of the Earth (1864), the group 
enter the earth by descending into which Icelandic volcano? 

Answers below... 

Quiz Answers:  
1. Mount Melbourne (Mount Erebus is on Ross Island); 2. Stromboli; 3. Norway; 4. 
Tambora; 5. Paricutin; 6. Ecuador; 7. Mount Giluwe; 8. Ruapehu; 9. Java; 10. 
Snaefellsjokull/Snaefell  
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SARAH’S BARBER SHOP 
85 High Street, Crediton 

Tel: 01363 899269           07772 336489 
Walk-Ins: 

Monday 9:00-17:00, Tuesday 9:00-16:30 
Appointments: 

Thursday 9:00-18:30, Friday 9:00-17:00,  
Saturday 8:00-14:00 

 

Wednesday CLOSED 
Booking App: Nearcut 

If you would like a 
last resting place in 

beautiful 
countryside 
overlooking 
Dartmoor. 

 
Phone 01647 24382 

and speak to Julie or Martin Chatfield 
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 

 

Now is the time to get 
your chimney swept 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0800 2982 595 
 

Contact us for a professional sweep. 
 

info@ellissweeps.co.uk 
 

HELTAS Registered  

MARTIN	WEEKS 
LANDSCAPE	POND	AND	GARDEN 

 

MAINTANENCE	AND	PROJECT 
Lawns. hedges. pruning. paths, patios. 
fencing, ponds, water features. General 

garden maintenance. commercial & private 
work undertaken. 

Fully insured. 
01363772594	/	07980775128 

Mj.weeks@icloud.com 

Yeoford 200 C£ub 
The administration of the 200 
Club has recently changed 

hands. Apologies for the delay 
in announcing the winning 
numbers. The outstanding 

draw results will be presented 
in the January issue. 
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CountRYSIDE TREE SERVICES 
TEIGNHOLT COTTAGE   -   HITTISLEIGH   -   EXETER EX6 6LP 

 
 
 
 
 

Telephone 01647 24340  Mobile 07989 072453 
countrysidetreeservices@hotmail.co.uk 

Crediton Arts 
Centre News 
Friday 1st December 
The Big Christmas Quiz 
£5 per head at the door 
7.30pm 
 

Saturday 2nd 
December 
Wes Anderson Film 
Special. Fantastic Mr 
Fox (U) 3.00pm 
The Grand Budapest 
Hotel (PG) 7.30pm 
 

Friday 8th December 
Theatre Twisted 
Christmas 
Tickets £10/£12 7.30pm 
 

Friday 5th December 
Hauntings—Gerald 
Logan 
Tickets £8/£10 7.30pm 
 

Friday 22 December 
Solstice Live Lounge 
Free entry 7.30pm 
 

Check the web site for 
more details  
www.creditonartscentre.org 
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CREDITON HAMLETS PARISH COUNCIL 
At the November Parish Council meeting Cllr Frank Letch (DCC) reported that he had 
contacted DCC and MDDC regarding damage to the bridge at Neopardy.  As the bridge 
is Grade 2 listed, MDDC can only make limited alterations without obtaining planning 
and listed building consent.  However, DCC are trying to rejig the construction and 
reinforce the dislodged rails without the need for consents.  Cllr Sandy Chenore (MDDC) 
had submitted a written report which will be published on the Parish Council's 
website.  Her plans for the the Yeoford Festival of Light have come together and she 
hopes to be able to consult residents of Yeoford about plans for a mural on the railway 
bridge in spring 2024. 
 

Councillors reported that the base and blocks for the new bus shelter will be laid as 
soon as there is a dry spell of weather.  Councillors resolved to make a grant of £300 to 
Citizens Advice, having been informed that in the last year Citizens Advice had 
supported 44 residents of the parish, helping with a total of 101 issues and generating 
substantial additional income.  Councillors asked the Clerk to publicise Citizens Advice 
within the parish. 
 

The Clerk reminded Councillors that the previously agreed five annual grants of £1000 
to Yeoford Community Association for the upkeep of the play area had now all been 
paid.  Councillors asked the Clerk to contact the Community Association to see if future 
grants are needed.  To be discussed further at the December meeting when the budget 
for 2024/2025 will be considered. 
 

The next full Council meeting will be on Tuesday 2nd January 2024.  The time and 
venue will be confirmed on the Parish Council's website.  If you would like to read the 
full minutes of the November Parish Council meeting, they are on the PC 
website.  Please contact one of your councillors or Rachel Hodder, the Parish Clerk 
(clerk@creditonhamlets.org.uk or 01363 85523), if there is something you would like to  
have discussed at the next Council meeting.  Members of public are very welcome to  
attend any meeting and speak during the public session. Meeting details and contact  

 
information for Councillors are 
on the Parish Council website 
(www.creditonhamlets.org.uk) 



County Councillor Newsletter—November 
As we come to the end of October councils at all three levels (County, District town or parish) will 
be looking at how much they have spent, how much is left in the kitty and how they can plan the 
budget for 2024/25. We councillors have already had a first look at a draft budget for county and 
district and I'm sure that the same will be happening in the towns and parishes. The top tier 
councils have their council tax capped at 2.99%. As we know inflation is well above that figure and 
so we can only expect some changes in the services provided. At county level this has already 
been seen at the proposed disbanding of the mobile library service, and I hear that they are also 
going to reduce the payments to foster carers!the Local Government Association has undertaken 
some investigations and finds that the county councils throughout England have the potential of a 
huge debt! They are encouraging the government to increase the support they give the counties; 
we can only hope that this does not fall on deaf ears! 
 
As we all know roads are a considerable problem in Devon. The people of Copplestone have 
become totally fed up with the condition of the 2 A roads that run through the village. Despite what 
some people think I have been working very hard on this particular project but have come up 
against the usual wall of budget controls! We have got together a petition which I shall present to 
full council at its next meeting asking county highways to prioritise these 2 key roads for repair. 
 
As a member of the children's scrutiny committee and an ex-teacher I am concerned at the level of 
education in Devon and in particular the overspend in provision for pupils with special educational 
needs and disabilities (SEND). In enquiring mode I have asked the portfolio holder for SEND for a 
breakdown of the overspend over the past 18 months, it is currently well over £140 million. I have 
asked for a progression of the overspending and for the plan to not only decrease it but paid it off 
by March 2026 which is the cut-off point! 
 
Amongst all this doom and gloom there are two areas of encouragement. Figures in from the care 
sector shows that there has been increasing recruitment, which means that it is becoming easier 
for the county to find care packages for those people who are either in hospital or in need of care 
at home. The other piece of good news is for those who travel. The county is retaining the £2 fare 
for buses until December 2024. I hgope that enough people take up the offer to keep some traffic 
off the roads and encourage this road congestion solution to continue for even longer. 
 
As winter approaches I shall not be out in the cold holding my surgeries. For those who have 
problems and would like to contact me I leave you the usual details. My home telephone number is 
(01363) 775739, or you can e-mail me on frank.letch@devon.gov.uk. 
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REPORT POTHOLES 
www.devon.gov.uk/
roads-and-
transport/report-a-
problem/report-a-
pothole/ 
 

www.devon.gov.uk/
roads-and-
transport/report-a-
problem/map/
map_src/poth/ 
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Save the Chapel Car Park 
People of Yeoford and surrounding areas that park in The Chapel Car Park at Yeoford. 
 

Are you aware that you have been using a parking area for many years opposite the 
Old Chapel (now under Offer for Change of Use to Residential) under the goodwill of 
the Trustee Group of the Chapel that has now passed back to the original owner Jack 
Shelley for Private Sale. 
 

As a Community we are about to lose this much appreciated facility, which is mainly 
used for 'catching the train', in the absence of any GWR or Network Rail parking. 
 

I have spoken to Parish Council on more than one occasion of the suggestion of them 
taking ownership...can we have a show of support for this well used facility to be kept 
in some way for the future of us all? 
 

Please be aware that part of the existing car park is included with the sale of the 
Chapel so it will be vital to maintain any parking spaces we can rather than rail users 
(and others) just parking randomly in the village. 
 

I will be attending the next Parish Council meeting to formally suggest they adopt this 
vital amenity but doubt l will have any success alone so any other help or suggestions 
would be greatly appreciated! 
 

Yours faithfully Martin Hann-Smith 

Parish Voluntary Wildlife Warden 
Parish Walk November 23—A very short walk around an ancient oak tree. 
 

The Price’s of Woodland Head kindly invited me to visit the ancient oak at Rock Cross. 
It’s a beautiful tree but surprisingly small. The die back of the crown and the hollowing 
of the trunk l could see from the lane suggested a greater age than the girth. But it is 
clearly over 400 years. Gnarled prominent roots with a narrow waist topped by a 
bulging base of ancient pollarding of its upper branches. Above this, three main 
branches, the centre one dead but the other 2 large and healthy. From the front it is 
complete but from the rear the rotting of its heartwood is clearly visible. One day it will 
split in 2 but not in our lifetimes. 
 

Trees this old matter for wildlife. This tree has been here for age upon age. Unlikely to 
ever fall, even in its final years the oak will put out new growth. Generations of 
creatures have lived and died in this tree fed by fungi as old as it. Surveys could tell us 
more about its ecosphere but the life it supports just needs their tree, they don t need 
to know who they are. They just need to be. Over 2,300 wildlife species live in oak 
trees. They are the most hospitable of our native trees and oak woodlands are our 
most diverse. Our Parish is a haven for oak trees of some considerable age. Are there 
other ancient tree veterans in the Parish?  
 

The old oak stays warm all winter, the ground frost free beneath his branches on all 
but the coldest days ,giving even the creatures of the soil the benefit of its warmth. As 
its leaves fall gently, large leaf buds are revealed heralding the spring. The Oak is the 
King of all our native trees. 

Anna (artonmove@hotmail.com) 
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Holy Trinity 
Church Yeoford 

 

The Family Service at 
Yeoford will be at 

11:15am in the New Year 
for a trial period. We are 
hoping that more families 
will be able to join us at 

the later time. 
 

We are looking forward to 
Holy Trinity and The 

Messy church at Yeoford 
decorating a tree for The 
Christmas Tree Festival 
at Holy Cross Crediton 
7th till 10th December 

 

Monday 4th December 
Christmas Lunch 12:15 

for 12:30pm 
 

Monday 11th December 
Carols and Coffee at 
Peppercorn Cottage, 

Woodland Head at 10am.  
This will be the last Café 

until January. 
 

Services for December 
Sunday 10th December 

5pm  
Carol Service by 

candlelight  
Followed by mulled wine 

and mince pies 
 

Sunday 24th December 
Crib Service at 4pm 
Holy Communion for 

Christmas at 9pm 
 

I wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and look 

forward to seeing many of 
you at one of our services 

or events in December 

The Duck At 
Yeoford 

Opening Times for Christmas and New Year: 
Christmas Eve 11.30 - 6.00 (food served 12.00 - 4.00) 

Christmas Day 11.00 - 1.00 (drinks only) 
Boxing Day CLOSED 

Wednesday 29th December CLOSED 
Thursday 28th December 11.30 - 10.00 

Friday 29th December 11.30 - 11.00 
Saturday 30th December 11.30 - 11.00 

New Years Eve 11.30 - 8.00 (food served 12.00 - 6.00) 
New Years Day 12.00 - 6.00 (food served 12.00 - 4.00) 

Tuesday 2nd January 4.30 - 10.30 BURGER NIGHT 
Wednesday 3rd January 4.30 - 10.00 
Thursday 4th January 11.30 - 10.00 

 
Themed Tuesday evenings are very popular, we have 

four more in January: 
Tuesday 2nd - Burger / Ribs Night 

Tuesday 16th - Fish and Chip Night 
Tuesday 23rd - Steak Night 
Tuesday 30th - Tapas Night 

 
In the New Year we will be closing on a Wednesday 

evening and on Thursdays we will be closing at 
10.00pm. Normal open hours will resume at some point 

in May. 
 

Thank you to all our customers who have ordered the 
Christmas Lunch takeaway, the last date for ordering is 

Monday 18th December. Collection is on Christmas 
Eve and James has written full instructions on re-
heating. Price is £70.00 per couple and includes a 

Christmas pudding and clotted cream. 
 

Christmas Puddings have been made, again please 
contact us if you'd like to order one. They are 

gift wrapped so perfect for presents as well. Large 
£9.95 or Small £5.95. 

 
We'd like to say thank you to all our wonderful 

customers for supporting us for another year and thank 
you to our staff as we couldn't do it without you. 

 
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy 

New Year 
 

James, Sarah, Zachary, Lydia and Martha 
01363 85273 www.theduckatyeoford.co.uk 
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Tuesday Evenings 
Between 4-8pm 

Friday Mornings 
Before 7.30am 

 
Free range whole 

milk doorstep refills 
 

Please contact 01363 779134 
or milk@kellanddairy.co.uk for 

more information. 

PLEASE READ: AIR AMBULANCE 
 

An appeal to all our villagers 
 

If you, your children or anyone you know plays in the recreation 
ground please always check with them that they have returned the 

goals to the edge of the field. 
 

This is because the Air Ambulance CANNOT LAND if the goals are 
in the middle of the field. 

 

If you pass the recreation ground or see anybody playing with the 
goals in the centre, could you please remind them (politely) that 

they should be returned to the edge after use, or move them back 
if you find them abandoned like this. 

 

Thank you all for your cooperation. 
 

Yeoford Community Association 
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